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Profile
Alessandro Soetje is a director and d.o.p. based in Milan. He traveled all around 
the world and he’s very well experienced in documentaries, commercials, 
corporate videos, cars and fashion shooting.

Experience
Alessandro was born in Bologna in 1970.
He started in 1990 as a photographer. In 1993 he won his first price with five 
female nudes at the national competition Erotica 93.
He then turned to video, giving lights for industrial and corporate videos and 
working for Italian broadcasters. 
After a period of filming as a freelance cameraman for Italian networks such as 
Rai, Mediaset, Tele+, he expanded his business, working for international networks 
such as BBC, CBS, Canal Plus, Arte, Sat1, RTL.. 
In 1996 he directed a shortcut, L’ospite (The Guest), which received a special 
mention at the festival Lombardia 2000 and was selected at the festival Paesaggi 
del Corto.
In 1998 he started to work as a documentarist for a TV series, L’Africa vista dagli 
Africani (Africa as it is Seen by Africans), aired on Sat 2000 and shot in Africa. One 
of the documentaries, Bambini d’Africa (Africa’s Childrens), received the silver lily at 
Valdarno Film Festival and the FEDIC price at Montecatini Film Festival and at African 
Film Festival. 
Later on,  Alessandro cooperated to the TV report Viaggio nella scuola (Voyage 
Through School), by Sergio Zavoli and he directed the documentary Spike Lee, 
about the famous african american film director.  After that, he was director of 
photography for many reportages and documentaries, including, Il sogno di Maribel 
(Maribel's Dream), Giovani nella nebbia (Boys in the Fog), Explorer Highway,  ADHD 
- Rush Hour, Stelvio, crocevia della pace (Stelvio, Crossroad of Peace), Less is More.
He has been director and d.o.p. for tv shows like All Moda, Style and Life, Motor 
and Life. 
He also worked as d.o.p. for Stella del Sud, a series of travel documentaries 
broadcasted by Rai Uno and for Quattroruote Tv, a Tv magazine focused on cars. 
Lately he has been a director and/or d.o.p. for Tv commercials and corporate 
videos for brands such as Coca Cola, San Pellegrino, Nestlè, Trenitalia, Snam, la 
Repubblica, Famiglia Cristiana, RCS, Oris. 
He recently has been director and d.o.p. for the documentaries Old Wild Lorenz, 
winner as best director at the San Giò Video Festival of  Verona, Valtellina the 
Roots of a Love and On Elio’s Traces.
Between 2016 and 2017 he worked on 50 interviews and 4 portraits of migrants, 
not counting 3 commercials, for the international campaign Aware Migrants, 
awarded at the 30th International Grand Prix for Advertising Strategies
He has just finished the documentary Our Stone, official selection at the Montreal 
World Film Festival, and he is now working on the documentary FOAM. 

Istruction and professional qualifications
Alessandro has a degree in Philosophy at Università Statale di Milano. He is also a 
member of the Ordine dei Giornalisti of Lombardia (Italian Journalists 
Association). 

Languages
English and French
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